Normal canine pediatric gastrointestinal ultrasonography.
The normal sonographic appearance of the adult canine gastrointestinal tract has been described. Interpretation of abdominal ultrasonographic findings in puppies is difficult due to the lack of information on normal ultrasonographic findings. The gastrointestinal tract, jejunal lymph node size and the presence and appearance of abdominal fluid were investigated in 23 normal, 7-12-week-old Beagle puppies. The duodenal wall thickness was greater than in other parts of the gastrointestinal tract (mean 3.8 +/- standard deviation [SD] 5 mm, range 3.2-4.8 mm). The mean stomach wall thickness was 2.7 +/- SD 0.4 mm (range 2.2-3.7 mm), the mean jejunal wall thickness was 2.5 +/- SD 0.5 mm (range 1.2-3.4 mm), and the mean colonic wall thickness was 1.3 +/- SD 0.3 mm (range 0.7-2.0 mm). In addition, mean duodenal and jejunal mucosal layer thicknesses measured 2.7 +/- SD 0.5 mm (range 2.0-3.8 mm) and 1.5 +/- SD 0.4 mm (range 0.6-2.5 mm), respectively. Homogenous, hypoechoic jejunal lymph nodes were easily found and the mean thickness was 7.1 +/- SD 2.2 mm (range 1.5-12.5 mm). A mild amount of anechoic free peritoneal fluid was present in all puppies.